[Mortality study of workers employed in the construction of railway cars in Collefero].
The mortality of 276 workers employed in a facility for the manufacturing and maintenance of railroad equipment has been studied in the town of Colleferro (province of Rome). The cohort was based on the 1968 payrolls, and follow-up was conducted up to 1988. Exposure to asbestos took place both during insulation (performed by specialized companies in the same workplaces where study subjects were operating) and during repair work. Mortality for all causes was lower than expected (45 observed, SMR: 71), while mortality from all neoplasms was consistent with expected figures (21 observed, SMR: 107). An increase for respiratory neoplasms was observed (10 observed, SMR: 138); the increase was statistically significant allowing for 20-30 years of latency (7 observed, SMR: 337).